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The Fire of Internet: Internet Public Opinion and the Anxiety of Age

WANG Shao-lei

to Start with Emergencies in Nanjing

( School of Journalism and Communication, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract : Contradictions become intensified during the period of social transformation, which find expression

in the intense breaking out of " Men" emergencies. Internet helps disclose the truth but incites sentiments, playing

the role of necessary deconstruction but showing brutality. In the last decade, internet continuously issues new

standards, which force traditional media to adjust and integrate and thereby gradually develop new communication

context as well as new values. In the new context, the relation and interaction between elites and grassroots over-

turns. The contradictions between them derive from the elites”ignorance of the internet and the mass blindness of

the grassroots. The double fallacy promotes the index of social anxiety. Conflicts continue to take place between the

government and the mass, the elites and the grassroots, and the core and the peripheral. Conflicts in Net language

are the reflection to the anxiety of the age in media. Internet Public Opinion naturally expresses the opinions of the

people and offers reference for the government.

Key words:emergency; Internet Public Opinion; social contradictions ;the civilizing process
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