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Defending Liberal Humanism?

On David Williamsons Dead White Males

YANG Bao-lin
('School of Foreign Languages, Suzhou University, Suzhou 215006, China)

Abstract : David Williamson is one of the most influential playwrights in contemporary Australia. His drama pres-

ents real aspects of Australian middle-class life and adopts humorous language, which contribute to its great popularity

both at home and abroad. Williamson often resorts to irony in his drama to achieve effects of humor and satire. In Dead

White Males Williamson adopts irony to mock at post-structuralism and defend " White Myth" in Australia. His conserva-

tism makes the play controversial and he is thus considered as a villain in "the Culture Wars".

Key words: David Williamson; Dead White Males; liberal humanism; post-structuralism
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