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Cruel destiny and intricate life

on the implications of Aw Ta-Shis The Harmony Silk Factory

DENG Nian-gang
( Humanities School, Shaoguan College , Shaoguan 512005, China)

Abstract: Aw Ta-Shi, Chinese Malaysian writer currently living in Britain, won the 2005 Whitbread Book A-
wards with his first novel The Harmony Silk Factory. This novel takes the Malaysia in the 1940s as background and
depicts the Malaysian Chinese$ hardships under the double oppressions of English Colonialists and Japanese Imperi-
alists by narrating Jonny Lim$ complex life and stories. During this period, the Chinese had to contend with various
ethics and political groups and seek for their own survival. Being intricate with complex human nature, their lives
are as complicated as the mystery of silk. The novel employs different narrative techniques and various narrators to
tell the protagonists life, thus it produces multiple artistic effects. With the undistinguishable history and events,
the novel gives the readers much space to imagine.

Key words: Malaysia; Aw Ta-Shi; The Harmony Silk Factory; narrative techniques
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