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Civilization lost

an analysis of the distribution of colonial power in The Grass Is Sing

CHEN Shang-kun

( School of Foreign Languages, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract : The Grass Is Singing by Lessing provides an enormous and vivid description of the social structure in
colonial South Africa. Meanwhile, with the special use of symbolism Lessing profoundly interprets the conflict be-
tween colonial power and civil rights. This essay, based on the analysis on the evolution of social economic and le-
gal system in colonial period, gives a deep insight into the distribution of colonial power. The lost of European civi-
lization in Africa is a vivid manifestation of colonists’ insatiable desire of wealth. While the colonialism and racism
system in Africa had entitled colonists with supreme power they deprive African people of their civil rights, thus
bringing great misery to Africa and people who live there one generation after another.

Key words: civilization lost; colonialism; colonial power; civil right
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