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Strangers in Morrisons novel Sula: a thematic interpretation

YOU Lei

('School of Foreign Languages, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Morrison$ early work Sula is a novel about women, yet it covers more than womens experiences.

There is a main line running through the work, i. e., the characters exist as " strangers". The novel presents its

"strangers" in terms of space, time and character. In contemporary society, "strangers" —a product of moderni-

ty—are not limited to particular individuals or groups. Their life represents the life of modern people as a whole.

" Strangers" imply, on the one hand, the misfortunes of marginalized people; on the other, the limitless creativity

due to their heterogeneous experiences, which triggers the birth and growth of diasporic literature whose popularity

has been felt in recent years. Thus, this novel of " strangers" reflects Morrisons keen insight into her time.

Key words:Sula; strangers; modern people; living; diasporic literature
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