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On the further reforms of the rural land system

KONG Luquan
(Economic and Social Development Research Institute, Jiangsu Provincial CPC Party School, Nanjing 210009, China)

Abstract : China’ s most successful reform lies in the rural area by recognizing farmers’ individual right within
the scope of collective land ownership, which is the realization of Marxism’ s reconstructing personal ownership ide-
als: the collective ownership is exercised jointly by the united individuals, which embodies public ownership; spe-
cific possession, use or consumption, is equally shared by every individual in the collection, which embodies pri-
vate ownership. In the process of promoting agricultural modernization and urbanization, with the rise of the level of
productivity, land has become unsuitable for decentralized management. While the public ownership of the land
should be kept, the full collective land ownership should be returned to the farmer collection, and a unified land
market should be established to allow farmers to share the land value-added benefits. No commercial land should
change the nature of collective land ownership, and “land finance” that is actually preying on farmers’ land prop-
erty and stable income must be stopped immediately. It is suggested to acknowledge Marxism’ s theory of individual
ownership and adhere to the unity of the public and private ownerships of rural land. Farmers’ real individual land
ownership should be confirmed, allowing them to take part in the large-scale operation and high-efficiency use of
land for benefits by means of mortgage, lease or share-taking. And while respecting farmers’ individual ownership,
it is suggested to strictly enforce relevant laws and adjust land ownership when necessary for maximized efficiency of
land use.

Key words : new urbanization ; agriculture modernization ;land ownership ;land market ;individual ownership
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