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A tentative study on the pragmaticalization mechanism of terminology

YIN Jian'?
1. School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210023, China
(2. School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China )

Abstract; Both similarities and differences exist between general words and terminology. Inspired by
the shift of the research focus from encoded meaning to covering both encoded meaning and pragmatic mean-
ing in lexical studies, the pragmaticalization mechanism based on the characteristics of terminology is pro-
posed, which can explain the various performances of terminology in texts, especially the phenomenon of
terminological variation. Terminological variation is generally triggered by communication and context fac-
tors, which in turn give rise to the concept change and finally lead to the change of term structure. Termi-
nological variation occurs in both monolingual texts and cross-lingual cases in which terminology translation
is conducted. The pragmaticalization mechanism of terminology offers a new theoretical perspective for the
descriptive study of modern terminology.

Key words : lexis ; pragmaticalization ; lexical pragmatics ;terminology ; terminological variation





