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Features of policies for promoting “Dual First-class”
based on comparative analysis of provincial and municipal policies

LI Jianyu, ZHOU Fudong

(School of Education Science and Technology, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract ; The policies issued by different provinces in China for promoting “ Dual First-class” con-
struction have common characteristics; economic driving mechanism of “universal benefit” combined
with “focus” , policy content of “recruiting and attracting talents” and policy orientation towards being
“phased” and “ quantitative”. In this mode, problems occur such as: “unchangeable university
ranks” | resulting in unfair starting point for the development of universities; academic team building
mode of “blood transplantation” , resulting in deteriorating ecology for young talents in universities; and
discipline construction orientation of “peak being emphasized while plateau being ignored” , leading to
a new round of unbalanced development. In the future it needs to break the “unchangeable university
ranks” ; formulate incentive policies for hierarchical development, establish mechanism emphasizing
both “talent introduction” and “local cultivation” to achieve endogenous growth of academic teams;
emphasize the interaction of “peak discipline” and “plateau discipline” to promote the healthy devel-
opment of discipline ecology; and eliminate the policy model of “path dependence” to highlight con-
struction mode with provincial characteristics.

Key words: “Dual first-class” construction; policy reflection; higher education; world first-class uni-

versities

(E#% 10 )
Basic characteristics of and preconditions for first-class universities
and first-class disciplines

MAO Rong
( Education Research Institute, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: A first-class university or first-class discipline is characterized by its “outstanding talents,
cutting-edge achievements and innovation bases”. On the one hand, its teaching staff features with a group
of “internationally competitive and globally active” world-class scholars whose researches continually yield
most cutting-edge results, and such scholars keep emerging from its graduates; on the other hand, it must
have innovation bases where latest information can be delivered and advanced researches can be carried out,
which is a guarantee for outstanding researchers to fully display their talents and achieve cutting-edge re-
sults. Besides the splendid “first-class” palace made up of outstanding talents, cutting-edge achievements
and innovation bases, the cornerstone of pursuing excellence in undergraduate education cannot be neglec-
ted. Excellent undergraduate education not only serves as a starting point for outstanding personnel training,
it also provides ample follow-up talent resources for cutting-edge achievements. The reason why certain uni-
versities and disciplines rank as the “first-class” ones can be attributed to the factors of “timing, strategy
and perseverance” , which refer to appropriate historic opportunities and social environments, correct devel-
opment strategies and sustained efforts.

Key words : university ; discipline; first-class; characteristic; Dual First-class Construction



