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(AL S 4 AR B 1)

On the measurement of information consumption
in terms of flow,time and cost

HUANG Baofeng, LI Na

( School of Economics, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; The accurate measurement of information consumption is the basis for promoting information
consumption. Based on the rapid development of mobile Internet, this paper analyzes the necessity of meas-
uring information consumption in terms of the indexes of flow, time and cost from three aspects: the process
of information consumption, the diversity of information consumption and informatization level; Under the
assumption that information consumption is inertial in a certain period, and based on fixed weights and vari-
able weights, a measurement model is constructed by using the indicators of flow, time and cost, and the
measurement is proved to be nonnegative, transitive, continuous and increasable; Besides, a survey based
on this model is analyzed. The results show: flow, time and cost are important indicators for measuring in-
formation consumption; an information consumption measured with the single cost indicator is significantly
underestimated, and has a significant difference from the measurement in terms of three indexes of flow,
time and cost.

Key words : mobile Internet; information consumption; measurement; utility



