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Speaking in defense of the “evil” of power:
the retreat of power into discourse and its utility

PANG Fei'?

1. School of Education Science, Hanshan Normal University, Chaozhou 521041, China
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Abstract; The critique and deconstruction of power by Foucault and other postmodern thinkers may
lead to people’ s one-sided cognition of the “evil” of power, which makes people ignore the value of power
in improving the governance of modern society, and the positive significance of power in human existence
and in the realization of human nature, thus leading people to lose confidence in the future and sink into the
slough of pessimism and despair. The utility of power in the formation of discourse, the satisfaction of hu-
man desire and the human survival as a whole creates human civilization. And with the development of mod-
ern society, power retreats into the truth discourse and alleviate its dominant violent characteristic, which
provides possibility for the realization of human nature and the liberation of human beings.

Key words :power; discourse; positive utility



