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Interpersonal support in dual marginalization ;
on the social media use of the new generation of migrant workers

LIU Ting, BAI Shuying

( College of Humanities, Social Sciences and Law, Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin, 150001, China)

Abstract ; Nowadays, the social media such as QQ, WeChat that spread rapidly has become an integral
part of people’s daily life, and the same is true for the new generation of migrant workers. However, from
the perspective of social support theory, focusing on the social media use of the new generation of migrant
workers, we can discover the special functions of social media: curing the emotional support with consan-
guine group that once broke in their childhood, linking multiple social supports with region group that is al-
ienated for long period of separation, maintaining the information support with karmic group that’ s getting
uncertain for mobility, establishing the identifying support with their interest-related group that’ s real in vir-
tual space. In the process, the social media combines with these groups, and it has become the handhold
home, electronic companion, information informer and secret backstage.

Key words: the new generation of migrant workers; social media; dual marginalization; social sup-

port; interpersonal support;online communication



