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Automation society and the future of smart city . Stiegler’s
contemporary interpretation and development of

Lefebvre’s urban philosophy

LU Bao

(School of Marxism, Nanjing University of Information Science & Technology, Nanjing 210044, China)

Abstract; By examining the contemporary French radical left-wing philosopher Stigler’s
interpretation of the original philosophical concept of urban space production in the era of in-
telligent technology, this paper provides a mirror for the diagnosis of the production character-
istics, power mechanism and contradictory consequences of the current urban space, and also
tries to activate the value and future potential of Lefebvre’s urban social thought in the era of
global digital intelligence. Stigler explained that the algorithmic governance of big data has be-
come the power technology mechanism of space production, and its consequences will bring
about the world’s universal proletariat, identity crisis and systematic stupidity. Stigler’s libera-
tion plan and future ideal are to realize the possibility of de-automated smart city and negative
entropy anti human era through “contributing type urban economy”. The problem of smart city
is not an abstract technical problem of engineering design and urban planning, but a political
practice problem of urban social differences. The intelligent remolding of urban life can only
be reasonably understood as the new civilization practice of urban new human beings. At that
time, the city will completely become the collective creation of human beings.

Key words: automatic society ; urban society; digital capitalism; smart city; algorithmic

governance



