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Poverty culture, welfare system and risk society: the triple
paradigm of western welfare dependence research

LIU Luchan
(School of Sociology and Population, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications ,Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; By reviewing the research context of western welfare dependence and focusing
on the generation mechanism of welfare dependence, it is found that welfare dependence has
formed three research contexts: poverty culture, welfare system and risk society. Scholars
have different attributions to welfare dependence under each research context, and the
evolution of welfare system under the background of different times has also continuously led
to the change of research paradigm. Therefore, it provides a panoramic reference for
discussing the problem of “welfare dependence” that China may encounter.
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