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Meaning construction of cyber collective actions: An analysis based on
Stuart Hall’ s encoding-decoding theory

MEI Mei'?, HE Mingsheng’
1. School of Management, Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin 150001, China
2. School of Humanities and Law, Northeast Forestry University, Harbin 150040, China
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Abstract; The occurrence of cyber collective actions depends on how cyber actors construct the meaning of
“events”. Stuart Hall’ s theory of encoding and decoding has certain explanatory power in analyzing the process of
meaning construction of cyber collective actions. Under the cyber environment, the information publisher, action
participants and media have a mutual influence, dynamically encoding and decoding the events, and constantly giv-
ing meaning to them. It is difficult to distinguish clearly who the encoder or decoder is in the process because the
encoding is done by multi-agents’ efforts and that the decoding mode is also diversified. Cyber actors in their inter-
action constantly build and complete the significance of the event, promoting the development of the collective ac-
tions.

Key words: cyber collective action ;meaning construction ; encoding ; decoding
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