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New media in the governance from the perspective of path dependence .

a case study of government micro-blogs

JIA Xiaoqgiang
(School of Marxism, Hebei Agricultural University, Baoding 071001, China)

Abstract; With the advent of the information age, citizen population expansion and the popularity of
new media, new media for governance is playing an important role in promoting the modernization process of
the government managememt. Taking government micro-blogs as a studying case, this paper analyzes the
development path of the new media in the political transformation process from the perspective of path de-
pendence theory. We find that in the inertial effects of negative path dependence, the government micro-
blogs have become a strategic way to maintain the authority of the government, further strengthening the
government’ s power; while in the positive role of path dependence, government micro-blogs have become a
government technical tool, promoting the organizational change of administrative system.

Key words: government micro-blog;new media;governance ;path dependence





