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Western cultural values of the image of Holy Grail

GAO Hongmei
( College of Literature, Changchun Normal University, Changchun 130032, China)

Abstract; The image of Holy Grail as an archetype for the pursuit of some ideal but impossible state in
western literature , witnessed western peoples spiritual pursuit in different periods, and embodies the pursu-
ing of surpassing spirit in western literature and culture. The image has important cultural values, whose
cultural connotation not only reflects the western value system, but exerts global influence. The regulation of
its ethical rationality, the externalization of its surpassing spirit and the anxiety of its life consciousness con-
stitute the three cultural connotations of the image. And the dissemination, story, and continuous seculari-
zation of the image are the major causes of its cultural influence.
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