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The boundary , sensitivity and centrality of personal information based on
data analysis of expert and public perception

WU Biaobing, XU helong

( School of Marxism, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract ; The primary issue of personal information legislation is to determine the boundary of the in-
formation. Due to the factors such as evolution of information and communication technology, aggregation a-
nalysis of big data, privacy paradox and sensitivity to individual experiences, the dichotomy of general per-
sonal information and sensitive personal information is undistributed. Through secondary data analysis or au-
tomated processing of general personal information, professional technicians can obtain “presumed data”
and even sensitive personal information. Thus there exists the case that some general personal information
that is not defined as sensitive is potentially sensitive. The industry community defines this kind of “non-
sensitive” and valuable personal information as “core data”. This research finds that: the public has gener-
ally low sensitivity to personal information, with relatively lower sensitivity to such information as sexual ori-
entation and fixed telephone call records, while relatively higher sensitivity to identity, life, work, and gov-
ernment information that is closely related to individuals; sensitive personal information and core personal
information are overlapping; and that core personal information includes some sensitive personal information
and some general personal information.
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