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Language-and-icon thinking and the meaning to spread
in “image-and-text structure” of new media

BAO Yuanfu
( College of Media, Guizhou Minzu University, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract ; The “image-and-text structure” , a mixed ideographic text between language and icon, is the
most representative style in the era of new media, of which micro-narratives, picture-and-text parody, net-
work cartoon and digital photography are the most subversive stylistic forms. Compared with the traditional
“language-and-icon text” , the meaning paradigm of this style is of more free interaction, multi-dimensions
and mixture. As a result, “mixture of language and icon” is the typical theoretical pattern of the referring
process of such texts. The study of this “image-and-text structure” of new media needs to be approached
from an interdisciplinary perspective by avoiding stereotyped ideas about the relationship between literature
and images. And based on the cognitive psychology of language-and-icon thinking, the innovative values
and meanings of this new text for the contemporary literary theory system need to be examined.

Key words :language-and-icon thinking; new medium ;image-and-text structure ;meaning to spread



