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The ghost in the machine: Recitatif both in and out of the text

YOU Lei

( School of Foreign Languages, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract : Morrison’ s critical work Playing in the Dark. Whiteness and Literary Imagination reflects
her examination of and reflection on the canonical American literature. By analyzing the Africanist presence
in it, she discloses the nature of “ Americanness” and the fabrication of the myth of American “literary
whiteness” . If we juxtapose Morrison’ s short story Recitatif with her Playing in the Dark, we can see it is
via the figure Maggie that Morrison hints at the Africanist presence in canonical American literature, which
is critiqued by the writer. In the short story, Maggie is represented in a reflexive way, just as Africanist
characters are represented in canonical American literature. Their difference lies in that the story reveals
and eventually undermines the underlying mechanism of such representation. Drawing a parallel between it-
self and canonical American literature, Recitatif gets itself, in an oblique manner, into the canon debates
undergone in American literary world, conveying its author’s wish to revise American culture.

Key words : Morrison; Recitatif; canonical American literature; Africanist presence; canon debates;

culture revision; racial discourse
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Energy-saving bias of Chinese provincial technological progress :

an empirical analysis based on stochastic frontier function

YUE Shujing, SUN Shigian

( School of Economics and Management, Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China)

Abstract ; Technological progress biased to different input factors will result in different patterns of eco-
nomic growth. The technological progress that favors energy conservation is an important support for China to
build ecological civilization and promote sustainable economic development. Based on the stochastic frontier
model, this paper estimates green total factor productivity to calculate the technical progress bias index for
capital, labor, and energy consumption, exploring whether there is energy saving bias in provincial techno-
logical progress in China from 1997 to 2015. The study finds that; Chinese green total factor productivity
shows an overall growth trend. The eastern region’ s annual growth rate of green total factor productivity is
higher than those of the central and western regions. Taking the three input factors of capital, labor, and
energy into account, Chinese provincial technological progress is biased toward saving labor as a whole,
while the energy saving bias of technological progress is not significant. In view of time trend, the labor-en-
ergy and the capital-energy technology bias index has been reduced gradually, indicating that Chinese pro-
vincial technological progress has shown a trend of energy conservation as time goes on.

Key words: green total factor productivity; stochastic frontier analysis; energy consumption; techno-

logical progress



