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On the Red Post economy

HU Zhongsheng
( School of Marxism, Yichun University, Yichun 336000, China)

Abstract: The Red Post experienced a period of rapid development after its founding, with the number
of postal institutions keeping increasing and its business types gradually expanding. However, the Red Post
was difficult to be economically dependent. Besides the constraints of the war environment and geographical
factors, one of the important reasons was the low-cost and free mail policy that the Red Post implemented.
The Red Post’ s economic difficulty aggravated the financial burden on the Soviet Government and was not
conducive to the needs of the revolutionary cause led by the CPC. So the CPC took a series of measures to
strive for the economic improvement of the Red Post service and succeeded. The CPC’ s solution to this is-
sue not only highlighted the Party nature of the Red Post, but also reflected the CPC’ s early ability to solve
economic problems with administrative means and the wartime economic nature of the postal economy.

Key words:the Red Post; postal economy; free mail

(L4585 1)
The overlooked heterogeneity of the stereotyped Jewish image Fagin.
covert progression in Dickens’ Oliver Twist

HUANG Ying

( School of Foreign Languages, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract : Dickens’ s presentation of Fagin in Oliver Twist remains a major source of controversy about
his attitude to Jews among critics, as the distinctive characteristics of Fagin’ s red beard and eyebrows, red
hair, and his Jewish flannel gown together with his illegal business, are in line with the traditional stereo-
types of the Jewish image in English literature. However, Fagin’s heterogeneity has been overlooked by
previous research. This study, from “covert progression” theory perspective, uncovers the hidden “covert
narrative” of Oliver Twist behind its overt plot conflicts. It finds that the covert narrative movement concern-
ing Fagin’ s heterogeneity in terms of his religion and diet, contradicts the plot development centering on his
Jewish villainous image, and contrasts with the overt narrative on the Christian workhouse. The uncovering
of this covert narrative progression throughout the text reveals Dickens’ s irony and criticism of the Christian
values of Victorian society and better suggests the thematic import of this classic work. Fagin’s Jewishness
in the novel can be found not so much that Dickens deliberately catered to his readers’ prejudices, but that
he exploited the stereotype to jolt the self-proclaimed Victorian Christian world out of their complacency and
hypocrisy.

Key words : Dickens ; Oliver Twist ; covert progression ;irony; Christian society



