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Aesthetic tastes of Innis’ s four media forms

CHEN Hai
(School of Liberal Arts, Xi’an University of Arts and Science, Xi’ an 710065, China)

Abstract; As the founder of the school of media ecology, Innis proposed four media
forms, namely, spoken language, writing, printing and broadcasting. They not only inspired
later media research, but also have rich aesthetic value. Oral media can stimulate aesthetic
individuality and improve personal comprehensive aesthetic ability; written media hides the
inherent negation of aesthetics, which makes our aesthetics incline to visual organs; print
media brings standardized aesthetics, but also calls for the aesthetic convergence of the mas-
ses; broadcast media brings aesthetic illusion and entertainment tendency. The discussion of
the different aesthetic tastes of the four media forms of Ennis makes the complexity of the aes-
thetic tastes better understood under the contemporary multi-media ecology.

Key words: Innis; media; aesthetic taste



