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On the mobile phone usage of new generation migrant workers
and the consumption identification

YUAN Xiao
(School of Media and Arts, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract ; After their entry into urban space, the new generation migrant workers face a
consumption prospect completely different from the one in the rural society. Consumption
practice has become an important way for them to build identity. In addition to professional
production, these migrant workers take initiative to participate in the production of brand in-
formation, integrating themselves into the economic map of global capitalism through “free la-
bor”. They have realized the rewriting and reproduction of their subject images, by investing
in the virtual space, thus turning into “digital prosumers” on their own. The new generation
migrant workers imitate the consumption patterns of urban youth, and express their optimistic
imagination of new urban citizen identity through their usage of mobile phones.

Key words :new generation migrant workers; usage of mobile phone; consumption iden-

tification; new urban citizens



