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Construction of “Double First-Class” in universities
and cultivation of scientific spirit

LIU Meng' , WANG Jing’, ZHANG Chao’, ZHANG Gangyao’
1. School of Computer, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210023, China

2. Department of Student Affairs, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications,
Nanjing 210023, China
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Abstract; Humboldt, a German educational reformer, established the principle of “the
Unity of Education and Scientific Research” at the beginning of the 19th century, which pro-
vided a possible train of thought for the fundamental problems of *“what is First-Class talents
and how to cultivate First-Class talents” in the construction of “Double First-Class” in univer-
sities, that is, how to train the constructors and successors of socialism with Chinese charac-
teristics rich in scientific spirit through specific scientific research/teaching activities. This
paper regards science as “social activity to produce knowledge”. On the basis of investigating
the main links of scientific activities, the paper holds that the constituent elements of scientif-
ic spirit mainly include critical spirit, rational truth-seeking spirit, rational realistic spirit,
competitive cooperation and innovation transcendence spirit. The cultivation of scientific spirit
needs to improve the understanding of the importance of scientific spirit among teachers and
students, build a broader platform for educating people with the integration of scientific spirit
and humanistic spirit, strengthen the comprehensive scientific research/teaching activities of
seeking truth and novelty, and carry out the process evaluation oriented to the cultivation of
scientific spirit.

Key words ; Double First-Class; scientific spirit; the unity of education and scientific re-

search ; scientific research activities



