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On the poetics of Guan Lin Poetry by Wu Yu

HE Zetang
(School of Humanities and Law, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642, China)

Abstract: Wu Yu’ s Guanlin Poetry talks about Su Shi, Huang Tingjian, Wang Anshi,
Chen Shidao and many other Northern Song Dynasty poets, with its special adoration on Su
Shi. Focusing on the techniques of literary quotation and textual research, he records anec-
dotes of the world, and discusses ideas, rhythm, words, sentences, and other creative skills.
The two aspects of “on poetry and events” and “on poetry and speech” have been consid-
ered. With regard to the main theme of poetry, Guanlin Poetry advocates taking ideas first,
conforming to nature, laying stress on skills, and paying attention to the integrity and talent of
poets. It prefers the poetics of using events, “exchanging bones” , provenance of words, and
“taking vulgarity as elegance” in the Jiangxi poetic school. And it pays attention to textual re-
search and errata, which provides valuable reference materials for the study of poetic theory in
Song Dynasty.

Key words : Guanlin Poetry ;poetics; literary quotation ;creative writing technique



