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Image deception, alienation discipline and order transcendence :
Lacanian interpretation of the character subject construction
in Geling Yan’ s The Lost Daughter of Happiness

TANG Jun',XU Min?
(School of Foreign Language, Hefei University of Technology, Hefei 230009, China)

Abstract ; Geling Yan, in her work The Lost Daughter of Happiness, presents the love en-
tanglement across races and the survival and spiritual dilemma of the first generation of Chi-
nese immigrants in foreign countries. Based on the interpretation of Lacan’ s theory of three
orders, this thesis analyzes the course of subject construction of three main characters respec-
tively representing the Chinese woman, Chinese man and Chinese guardian in the novel, find-
ing that they are deceived by the image of the “other” in the Imaginary and are alienated by
the discipline of the “Other” in the Symbolic. After suffering from various traumas in the
Symbolic, the characters in the novel fall into the deadlock of subject construction; through
the gaps of consciousness, they are aware of the absurd existence of the symbolic order, at-
tempt to return to the Real to seek the internal driving force and pursue the independence of
their minds. The purpose is to alert the subject to retain their self-awareness, examine the il-
lusory image of others and the existing symbolic indoctrination and accumulate strength from
the Real so as to transcend the order and move forward all the way.

Key words: The Lost Daughter of Happiness; subject construction; Lacan’ s theory of

three orders; alienation



