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Spatial layout of Sichuan post system
in late Qing dynasty(1891—1911)

ZENG Weijia
(School of Geographical Sciences, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract ; Post system in the late Qing Dynasty experienced two periods: Customs Post
and Great Qing Post. It was during the sequential evolution of the regional post system con-
struction that the post offices and services were expanded, the post system and functions were
improved, and the post nodes and the post road system were gradually extended to all levels
within the region. As for the spatial distribution, the distribution of the post office was not
balanced for social considerations such as transportation and economy. The government mainly
focused on the integration and utilization of the existing regional postal service system. In this
context, the selection of post roads was constantly optimized and developed, presenting an o-
verall ladder-like distribution in the regional space. From the perspective of spatial layout,
the postal system focused on the radiation of post offices, showing a single line in series and
scattering from the main structure to the surrounding area, covering the whole Sichuan and
Chongqing area.

Key words : Sichuan; post system; post nods; post road system



