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On the mechanism for adaptation and selection
in social science term translation .
a case study of the translated terms by Yan Fu

TAO Lichun', ZHU Xiwei’
1. School of Foreign Languages, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications,
Nanjing 210023, China
2. Department of Ideological, Political and Basic Education, Communication University of China,

Nanjing, Nanjing 211172, China

Abstract ; The theoretical study on term translation for now has yet to keep pace with its
rich practice. Many factors are to be considered in the term translation process as a translator
adapts and selects. To further explore translation as adaptation and selection, it is of great
significance to analyse the particularity and complexity of term translation by case studies of
translated terms by Yan Fu and to draw a mechanism for adaptation and selection in term
translation, with historical and cultural background taken into full consideration.

Key words: term translation; adaptation and selection; mechanism for adaptation and

selection; Yan Fu



