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The dispute between the State Post Bureau and the Civil Post Bureau
in the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China from

the perspective of economic history

FENG Guolin
(Tnstitute of Modern Chinese History, CCNU, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract ; In order to compete for the postal market, the State Post Bureau and the Civil
Post Bureau compete fiercely in the fields of tariff competition and business competition. In
order to adapt to the changing situation, the Civil Post Bureau began to develop its business
by using new means of transportation. In addition, the Civil Post Bureau evaded the control of
State Post through petition, smuggling and other forms, but on the whole, the Civil Post
Bureau began to decline. The competition between the Civil Post Bureau and the State Post
Bureau has promoted the commercialization of the State Post service. The Civil Post Bureau
has actively used new transportation such as ships, while the State Post Bureau of Qing
Dynasty has actively learned the advantages of the Civil Post Bureau and expanded its
business scope.

Key words: late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of China; state post service of Qing

Dynasty; Civil Post Bureau; business competition



