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Administrative law response to personal information protection in the

public health emergencies: Take the COVID-19 as an example

HOU Yu,SHEN Yingying
(Law School , Zhengzhou University , Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: In the public health emergencies represented by the COVID-19, administrative organs
have obtained legitimacy in terms of legal basis and legal norms by restricting personal information
rights in order to protect public interests. During epidemic prevention and control , administrative organs
use their power to facilitate the handling of personal information, but also infringe on citizens’ rights.
Therefore, against the background of the limitations of civil law and criminal law protection, the
professional efficiency of administrative organs, and the value pursuit of modern administrative rule of
law for power control, it is necessary to require administrative organs to assume the responsibility to
protect personal information in a negative non-aggression and positive protection way. Specifically,
administrative organs should be regulated by the principles of administrative law, such as legal
reservation, minimum necessity and security guarantee, through the “limit restrictions” , to achieve the
purpose of personal information in the field of administrative law are fully protected.

Key words: personal information protection; administrative law protection; administrative

power limitation; basic rights; public interest



